Obama's Deal: The Passage of the Affordable Care Act
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One of the hallmarks of then Senator Barack Obama’s campaign for the presidency in the summer of 2007 was the promise to reform the United States health care system. Both he and his Democratic opponent in the primaries, Senator Hillary Clinton, pointed to steadily rising costs of health insurance premiums, exorbitant out of pocket expenses, and a growing number of Americans by the tens of millions with no health insurance at all to argue for the urgent necessity of Congress to act on the next president’s proposals. It would take President Obama more than a year of intense debate and negotiation with Congress to eventually see the passage of the Affordable Care Act on March 23, 2010, widely considered to be the chief accomplishment of his presidency. But the bill’s passage was met with fierce consternation and backlash by many in the American public, and the manner in which it was passed arguably cost Obama much of his initial popularity and raised questions about how committed to bipartisanship he, and indeed Congress, was capable of being. To learn more about the background of this historical episode in preparations for our in-class discussions on the topic, watch Frontline: Obama’s Deal and and answer the questions that follow in a reply to this discussion post.
http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/pages/frontline/obamasdeal/view/  (Links to an external site.)Links to an external site.
1.  What prominent figure within the Obama administration was opposed to attempting to pass a health care bill?  Why?
2.  What approach had Bill Clinton taken to passing a health care plan?
3.  Why was Senator Tom Daschle not confirmed as secretary of Health and Human Services?
4.  What was the so-called "public option"?
5.  What did Representative Dan Burton refer to as the most fiscally irresponsible bill ever seen?
6.  Who is described as being about "putting points on the board" as opposed to going all out for comprehensive health care reform?
7.  The death of what senator provided the Democrats an opportunity to redouble their efforts on health care reform?
8.  Who accused the president of lying about the coverage of illegal immigrants in the health care bill?
9.  What was referred to as the "cornhusker kickback"?
10.  Who won the election for Ted Kennedy's election seat?
11.  What was the final vote count for the passage of the Affordable Care Act in the House of Representatives?
12.  What price did Obama (potentially) pay for passing the bill?
13.  If possible, speak to one or both of your parents about how the passage of the Affordable Care Act has affected their lives.  Have they seen their insurance premiums rise or fall?  Did they lose a previous form of health care coverage due to Obamacare's requirements about what a valid policy must include?  Did they purchase a health insurance policy on the insurance exchange at healthcare.gov?  Or are your parents still without health care and choosing to pay the penalty on their taxes?

